
 
 
A Public Hearing followed by a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Huntsville ISD was held Thursday, August 
19, 2021 
 
 
Below is a summary of the business conducted during the HISD Board of Trustees meeting: 
 
Board members present included:   Rissie Owens, Vice President;  Tracy Stoudt, Secretary; Ken Holland and Cathy 
Schweitzer  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Mr. Paul Brown, Chief Financial Officer, gave a presentation on the proposed 2021-2022 School Year Budget and Tax 
Rate 
 
District taxpayers were afforded the opportunity to address the Board of Trustees regarding the 2021-2022 School Year 
Budget and Tax Rate as indicated in the proper notice given.  No comments were mad 
 
 
STAFF RECOGNITIONS  
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT- 
The following stakeholders spoke about their desire for the district to mandate the wearing of masks by both students 
and staff: 
 
Michael Demson, John Lane & Amanda Nowlin-O’Banion 
 
 
ITEMS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION 
The Board approved the consent agenda which consisted of minutes from Board meetings held on July 15, 2021; July 26, 
21 and August 5, 2021; monthly financial statement; budget amendment #9, the Huntsville ISD Organizational Chart; T-
TESS Appraisers; T-TESS Calendar; AIA Document B101-2017 Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and 
Architect; The Solution Tree-Priority Schools in a PLC at Work professional development program; Localized Policy 
Update 117; new courses for Huntsville High School and acceptance of Purchasing Cooperative fees paid by Huntsville 
ISD for the 202-2021 school year. 
The Board also approved the 2021-2022 School Year Budget, Ordinance 21-01 setting the 2021-2022 School Year Tax 
Rate and the Schematic Design for the Stadium Improvements, Softball and Baseball Complex and the Field House. 
 
 
REPORT/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
PBK Bond Project Update-written report only 
Bilingual/ESL Programs and Advanced Academics/Gifted & Talented Report 
Monthly Digital Report produced by Matthew Lahey-”My Huntsville ISD Story” highlighting Rebecca Presley. 
 

HISD BOARD NOTES 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMENTS- 
Cathy Schweitzer stated that she wanted to thank the staff, everyone is doing an amazing job adjusting and we really 
appreciate what everyone is doing. 
Rissie Owens voiced the same. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 
Dr. Sheppard made the following comments:  The first 6 days have been very successful!  Our staff worked hard to 
prepare for the new year, with creative plans to catch our kids up from Learning Loss caused by the pandemic.  It has 
been nice to welcome everyone back to school. 
 
Of course, football, volleyball, team tennis, band, cheer, and dance are all back in full swing. We have already been very 
successful in non-tournament volleyball and  in non-district play football scrimmages will take place right here on brand 
new carpet on Hornet field tomorrow. 
 
While online school works for a select few, we know  the best place for kids is in school - traditional face to face 
school.  A lot of remote teaching happened over the past year and a half in Texas, but let's be honest, not much remote 
learning happened according to testing data across the state.  I said this morning at the Chamber Board Breakfast, 
remote learning is like turkey bacon - it doesn’t really exist.  Or at best, it is a subpar substitute for the real thing.  Kids 
need to be in school.  That’s where they learn best and where they can receive the social emotional support and 
interaction we all crave as humans. 
 
I want to thank our staff for their commitment to Building Champions.  They are going above and beyond to serve our 
kids and community in difficult circumstances.  I also want to thank our parents for trusting Huntsville ISD and as always, 
I will encourage everyone to take the necessary steps to stop the spread of COVID by wearing masks as much as possible 
and getting vaccinated if you are of age to do so. 
Sting ‘em Hornets!   
 

 
NEXT MEETING NOTICES  
Regular Board of Trustee Meeting- September 16, 2021 6:00 PM 
 

 
 
 


